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“The World of Terraforming” Website Proposal

This document proposes the construction of a website called “The World of Terraforming”.  Directed toward men and women of all ages this website will provide information and entertainment to those interested in terraforming in regards to Science and Science Fiction. The website, which will be constructed as a job advertisement, will categorize information about terraforming into four main pages.  The four pages will consist of “Job Description”, Historical Background, Future of Terraforming”, and “Further Training”. Using a Flash based animation on each page “The World of Terraforming” will entertain as well as educate. Users will also be able to purchase terraforming novels and merchandise via links to on-line merchants. 

In the sections that follow, this proposal will describe the ideal users, design objective, information architecture, navigation flow chart, creative treatment, and project schedule. 
Users
“The World of Terraforming” will be an entertaining informative website directed toward men and women interested in learning about terraforming in regards to both Science and Science Fiction.  Though the website will present the information in the context of a fictional job advertisement, the “Future of Terraforming” page will offer non-fiction information that will interest Science enthusiasts. Science Fiction enthusiasts will find the website especially useful and entertaining because the majority of information presented will be based on Science Fiction novels.

Design Objective

The objective of this website is to provide web visitors with a fun way to learn about terraforming. “The World of Terraforming” will be a website designed as an online job advertisement focused on three main goals which are to entertain, inform, and provide links to further information. 
The website would entertain by providing either Flash based movies that depict scenarios from Science Fiction novels or cartoons that illustrate the message of the text. The website will inform the user with researched information about terraforming and offer links to further information and on-line purchasing options for books and other materials.  The user could purchase the suggested materials through the links on “The World of Terraforming” and in turn the website owners would receive a small gratuity for directing the user to the online shop.

Information Architecture


“The World of Terraforming” website uses a consistent navigational bar that appears on the left side of each page. The user will be able to navigate to any other page within the website through the use of the navigational bar with the exception of the splash page.  Instead of using a navigational bar on the splash page the website provides a clickable link that reads “Click here to enter The World of Terraforming”.  From the Splash page the user will be able to navigate to the Home page which will allow the user to enter four other pages listed on the navigation bar.  Along with the Home page the four pages listed on the navigation bar will consist of Job Description, Historical Background, Future of Terraforming, and Further Training.
Navigation Flowchart


[image: image1]
Creative Treatment

The following information describes how a user would find “The World of Terraforming” website and what they would see on each page.

 Finding the Site
“The World of Terraforming” website will be found through keyword searches in an internet search browser.  “The World of Terraforming” will be one of the most comprehensive websites on the topic of terraforming in regards to Science Fiction term origin.  Based on the comprehensiveness of the website and the amusing splash page the user will be drawn into the website to learn more.  

Splash Page
The first page that the user lands on is the splash page, which contains a Flash animation of the moon in its early stages of crumbling, depicting pieces of the moon falling into the Earth.  At the same time amid violent flashes of light and plumes of smoke, spaceships leave Earth’s orbit and ascend into outer space dodging the crumbling moon and black holes as they make their way to the planet Mars where astronauts are seen terraforming. 


While the Flash movie is playing a narrator states: “Worried about violence, war, global warming, black holes, or the moon crumbling and falling into Earth? Or maybe you seek adventure and would like to travel to distant places.  Become a terraformer! Learn to change worlds to fit your lifestyle and life-support needs.  Terraforming is a valuable skill that my one day be as important and necessary as farming.  If the Earth ceases to provide for its inhabitants the world will turn to terraformers to save the day! At “The World of Terraforming” our goal is to educate you with invaluable information and explain the wondrous opportunity you could have as a terraformer.  Please enter “The World of Terraforming” to learn more.”


The words of the narration will also be posted beneath the Flash movie to make sure that all visitors receive the same information.

Home Page

Upon clicking the link that reads “Click here to enter the World of Terraforming”, the user will land on the home page which will trigger the start of a Flash movie.  The movie will depict the on-the-job training that future terraformers would expect if they enlist.  The movie will start with a class filled with students wearing blue NASA like jump suits being instructed about planets.  The next scene will feature the students going through typical terraformer training—including anti-gravity traveling, spaceship piloting, and adaptation/assimilation training. The next scene will show the terraformers in action creating Utopian like cities on the planet Mars. Lastly, the terraformers will be portrayed returning to Earth as heroes.


The home page will contain a navigational bar which will appear on all pages except the splash page.  The links on the navigational bar will consist of Home, Job Description, Historical Background, Future of Terraforming, and Further Training. Also on the home page will be a basic answer to the question: What is terraforming? 

Job Description Page


The Job Description link will take the user to a fictitious page describing the expectations, requirements, and benefits one could expect if they were hired as a terraformer.  The Flash movie that will display on this page will depict a young terraformer recruit standing proudly beneath all of the flags of the world looking into space.  The next scene will show the terraformer recruit in action building a Utopian city and having fun with other terraformers on Mars.  The last scene will show the recruit welcoming his proud and happy family to terraformed Mars.

Also on this page, under the heading “Sign Up!” will be a form that the potential terraformer could fill out and submit.  However, since this website is fictitious the user will receive an automatic e-mailed response made to look like a 1950’s style comic book advertisement stating, “Thank you for your interests in “The World of Terraforming”.  We currently are not accepting new recruits but please continue your training through the help of “The World of Terraforming” website.  Training is an essential part of terraforming—to learn what can go wrong without proper training please follow the link provided. Good luck and best wishes.”  The link would direct the user to a Flash movie depicting a scene from Roger Reed’s A Place with Shade.  A young woman would be shown genetically altering hot-sap trees and accidentally creating “gruesome metabolites” which the viewer can see poisons the food chain causing the death of many animals (Reed).  The next scene would show a team of terraformers attempting to fix the devastated world. 
Historical Background Page


The Historical Background page will display the image of the 1942 issue of Astounding Science Fiction in which the term terraforming was coined.  Also displayed on the Historical Background page will be the book Last and First Men, in which the idea of terraforming was the subject of the work, though the term terraforming was not used.  The significance of these two works and the influence they have had both in Science Fiction and reality will be noted on this page.  


Acknowledgement to Richard Reed’s A Place with Shade, which suggests that early humans began terraforming when they made fire to warm caves, will be noted on this page as well (Reed).

The Flash movie that displays on this page will portray a young boy lying on the grass in his backyard reading the novel Last and First Men.  As the young boy moves his novel away from his face he gazes up into the sky and studies the moon.  The scene will then change to show a few fragments of the moon breaking off its surface.  The scene will change again to a science lab in which the viewer hears a scientist say “it has become “evident that, if the present acceleration of approach were to be maintained, the moon would enter the critical zone and disintegrate in less than ten million years; and further, that the fragments would not maintain themselves as a ring, but would soon crash upon the earth.” (Stapledon 183)”

Future of Terraforming Page


The Future of Terraforming page will display a Flash movie showing Mars as a terraformed Utopian planet with spaceships arriving and departing like aircraft.


This page will focus on the reality of terraforming and the articles that have been written about terraforming Mars.  Also noted on this page will be current projects by NASA and others in regards to making terraforming a reality.
Further Training Page

The Further Training page will display pictures of Science and Science Fiction novels that mention terraforming.  Also, a short summary of the books displayed will be provided next to the images. The images of the novels will be hyperlinked to Amazon’s webpage showing purchasing options.  If the user decides to purchase the novel after having clicked the link from “The World of Terraforming” website we would receive a small commission.
Project Schedule

Research ………………………………………………..............................April 15, 2007

Proposal …………………………………………………………………...March 6, 2007

Proposal Approved ………………………………………………………..March 21, 2007

Scripting ……………………………………………………………………April 20, 2007

Final Delivery …………………………………………………………December 30, 2007

“The World of Terraforming” will be a very informative and entertaining website that all interested in terraforming will enjoy.  With money making opportunities designed into the website, “The World of Terraforming” will not only be a great source of information but could possibly support itself through its connections with online merchants like Amazon.com.  We would propose moving forward with this project and beginning construction of “The World of Terraforming” website.
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